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ORCHARD LINK

Orchard Link is southDevon organisation set up in 1998 by apple and
cider enthusiasts concerned about the disappearance of traditional
orchards in the area. Its purpose is to promote the restoration and
extension of orchards by offering technical advice and suppdobth
existing owners and individuals or groups plantirgesfor the first time.

The committee meets at 7.30 on the second Thursday of January, March,
May, July, September arftbr the AGMNovember, currently at the Church
House Inn, Harberton. Members are alwsayelcome.

Contact details
Emailinfo@orchardlink.org.ukmobile: 07792 664710
Website:www.orchardlink.org.uk

Officers

Chairman and technicabaisor: Charles Staniland
(c.m.staniland@googlemail.com)

Vicechairman Giles Nicholson
(giles@mammothwillow.co.uk
Membership scretary, Tim Walketemp.)
(membership@orchardlink.org.uk)
Equipment nanager: presshirg@orchardlink.org.uk
Newsletter alitors: Tim Walker (inf@orchardlink.org)
Gill Gairdner (gillgairdner@gmail.com’
Treasurer: Robin Toogood

(treasurer@orchardlink.org.uk)



Editorial
ONE DOWN ANDWO (OR'HREETO GO!

Equipmenthire

As a result of our appeal in the last newslettecouple of people expressed
an interest in taking on the management of equipment hire distussions
are on the go. fie new online hire arrangementse being developednd

we expect to befully operational in the next month or so. In the meantime,
the equipment hire email addregpresshire@rchardlink.org.uk will

enable members to make provisional bookings.

But there are further chances to shine!

After very ably managing both the membership secretary and website
manager roles for several years, Peter Sndwadlstood down, so we are
looking for membersvho might be interested ifillingthese two posts. We
are also seeking someone to take on the new role of events coordinator.
Seedetails below:

1 Membership secretary

The membership secretary is responsitdedealing with membership
enquiries and renewals and maintaining the datakasorking with the
treasurer.Systems are in place. The work is straightforward and would not
take up too much time.

2 Website editor

This main responsibility of this role is to keep the new website up to date,
as and wherg maintaining the diary of Orchard Link training days and
events and making sure the general content remains current. It would suit
someone with a reasonable but noecessarily spectacular degree of IT
competence who would like to see their computer literacy put to modest
good purpose. Initial support will be provided.
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3 Events coordinator

This role will involve overall organisational responsibility for the small
number of training days and other events that Orchard link runs every year.
These occasions have always been, and will remain, very much a shared
responsibility, but the organisation now needs someone to act as co
ordinator, delegating as necessary and dealiiity bookinggenquiries.

For more information, conta@orchardlink.org.uk.
Deadline for copy for the next issue: end June.

Tim Walker and Gill Gairdner

- -

Earwigooo X

LGiQa 2FFAOALEY 9lad alftAy3d wSaSI NOK
play in devouring woolly aphids, codling moth eggs and pupae as well as sucker
nymphs and eggs. It seems that four earwigs per tree is all you need. Most of us
have enouglapples from our trees and are probably unaware of all the insect
activity that takes place, contributing to or damaging our crop, and if you are
enjoying fairlyregular harvests, do you needkanow more? Well, suffice it to say

that it isgenerallyadvantgeous to have dsiodiverse an orchard habitat as
LRaaAirofsS FyR y2g ¢S Oly AyOfdzRS SI N
As | writeg after enjoying baked Blenheim Orange appbtit keeping well in
mid-Marchc¢ plenty of trees are budding and my Louise Bopear is flowering

in the face of harsh nortkasterly windshat are spoiling the warmth of spring. It

Is worthwhile making a note difie blossom oryour treesg by the time you

notice the existencéor absencedf a crop in the summer you might not
rememberwhether the flowering was good see many cankered fruit bugsall
shrivdled up. In UK conditions, goapliality apple flowerswhich are dependent

on welkdeveloped fruit budsshould, under orchard conditions, have an effective
pollination perod of three to five days. Poaquaity flowers, resulting from low

quality fruit buds, may only be viable for one day. This means old crowded trees
YAIKG LINPRdzOS || &aK2g 27T GbhcRtagdivg 6 A (K
and especially summer prunirig encourage thedrmation of gooequality fruit

4



bud.There are three opportunitie® explorethe pruning of fruit trees in the
summer irthe current Orchard Linrogramme(see he list of event

Observation is needed to dide decisions of pruning ahthe fate of the tree.
There are still many young trees inadequately staked in their early yegrs. A
rocking of young trees whitbey build up their root system will result in poor
anchorage ad also susceptibility to canke3o m flopping around witha loose
tree tiel

Our Growing Orchar@ommunities ject is gathering momentum and

usefulness as the community orchaidereasinglyengage with the programme

¢ and there areopportunities forOrchard Link members tearn fromand share

ideas with thsegroups. | hopeto seeyali- G GKS W/ St SoNF G Ay
day at Lupton Housen 23 April

Big thank you for work done over the last few years by our retiring membership
secretary Peter Snoxall,rodeveloping sstems for linking subscriptions andl
shots etc., with membership lists. Tim Walker has kindly stepped into the breach
while the Orchard Link websitelyaild nears completioh ¢ K Syeeds S Q f
someone else to take over the role

Charles Stanilan@Chaiman)

et B 8
i Make the most
of your fruit!

b Press it

O Steam it

O Dryit

O Bottle it

O Make cider . | = e : ‘ !
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www.vigopresses.co.uk tel:01404 890093 sales@wgopresses.co.uk




Fruit trees - Bush & Soft fruit

Nut trees - Unusual edibles
Books - Seeds

www.agroforestry.co.uk

Agroforestry Research Trust

46 Hunters Moon, Dartington, Totnes, Devon, TQS 6JT

lsf

mail@agroforestry.co.uk Catalogue: 4x I stamps

Growingcrab apples in thesouth west

If you want to grow crab apples, remember they are prey to the same
diseases as cause us problems with apples in the West Country. We
have to be careful to avoid varieties that are prone to the dreaded trio
of scab, canker and powdery mildewhi$ means that some of the
varieties recommended in the gardening press, which is largely centred
on the south east of England, need to be viewed critically.

Crabs are propagated most commonly by budding or grafting onto an
apple rootstock. Normally theootstock is a semi vigorous sort and will
give you a small to medium sized tree, depending on the species or
cultivar in question. However some nurseries and garden centres sell
what are referred to as patio trees. These are crab apples grafted on to
a dwafing rootstock, for growing in pots. At best they will make a

plant of &8 feet if cosseted. If planted in the garden they struggle and
make a sad little bush.

So what do we choose to provide cralpple jelly in the south west?

Good healthy performers df dzZRS al £t dza [ dzYA WwWD2f R
largecrops of brilliant yellow fruits and Malus toringo arborescens
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with brilliant shiny red fruits that persist on the tree well into the new

year. Although the fruit is a bit small, Malus hupehensis is probably

one of the healthiest and most attractive, while for large golden fruits
GKIFG LISNBAal 2y GKS GNBS dzyidAaf [ KN

have only dipped a small spoon Into a very large pot. apples are a
very useful group of plants. If you only want one tree for a moedest

sized garden, they can be a good choice. On a purely practical level you
can plant them in hedges around a fruirglen or orchard to pollinate
apple trees. Often the most beautiful things are items of utility.

Kevin CrouchdiThornhays Nurseyy

N URSERY

Apple, Pear, Quince, Plum, Cherry, Medlar,
Mulberry, Apricots, Cobnuts, Chestnuts, Walnuts,
Figs Hedging, Ornamentals.

One of the largest ranges of trees available.
Over 1000 varieties grown. Expert advice from the specialists.

Catalogue online, or free from
Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton, Devon EX15 2DF

Tel 01884 266746 Fax 01884 266739
www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk

Growing Ortard Communities in South Devon
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Our Heritage Lotteryunded community orchard project is now full steam
ahead! We have 20 community orchard groups signed up to the scheme
and interest is still coming in.

The grantfunded training programme has started, with the first workshop,
winter pruning, fully booked. This session was held in Holbeton community
orchard where the mixed age of the trees gave plenty of opportunity to
discuss and try out formative and mature tree pruning techniques. The
orchard looked great by the end of the day, ak tihees having received a

winter trim thanks to the 14 participants! Penny Calcutt, the host from the

| 2t 0Si2y O2YYdzyA (e 2difahksl® CrateRatml] SY
everyoneforabfif Al yi RIF&@ ! b5 | 3J22R 220 Rz

Some members of the project stérg group also spent a day brushing up

on their knowledge and learning how to carry out a community orchard
appraisal. All the sites signed up to the scheme will receive an appraisal visit
casortof QK S| f (i Kisals&aSAahc@ fothe groups to ak questions
and/or get advice particular to their site. There are now seven trained
assessors carrying outése appraisals and over htie sites have been

visited. We are aiming toomplete theseby the end of Marchready for the
groups to use thénformation to feed into action plastfor their sites.

YR Yy AYy@AGS Xo

One of theprojectaspirations is that the community orchard groups get the
chance to meet othepeople involved with and interested in orcharaisd

get theopportunity to share experiergsand expertise. We artherefore

organisingour free networkng eventsover the course of the project and
would like to open up the invitation teveryone in Orchard Link.

The pring network event will be on Saturd2@ April,10.00¢ 3.30 at

Lupton House, Churston Ferrers, Brixham. The theme of the day will be

W/ St SONFdGAYy3a 2dzNJ 2 NOKIF NRaQd ¢KS RI @&
lunch and a Q and A panel. If you would like to get involved, or join us,

please emaitommunity@orchardlink.org.uk
¢KS adzyYSNI ySiso2N)] S@S
OA2ZRAOGSNEAGE AYy 2dzNJ 2N
Hunts farmhouse cider) on 9 July.
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If you would liketo find out any more about the projeair if youknowof a
community orchard group whicimay like to be involved, please get in
touch with Nicky Bailegcommunity@orchardlink.org.uér 01803 861183

Nicky Bailey, South Devon AONB

Y- /'\ Landscapes Jj menanona
“ her”age fOF Ilfe
lottery fund org.uk

LOTTERY FUNDED

Community orchard appraisals

On 19 January, six of wsth orchard experiene and involved in Orchard
Linkgathered in Week village hall for a training session with Charles
Staniland, the primary purpose being to devebbfeam to conduct the

initial appraisals of the community orchards signed up to the Orchard
Link/AONB support scheme; a secondary benefit would be broadening the
technical base of the organisation itself.

After discussing the elements that make up a sssfid community orchard
UKS WLIS2LX SQ FtyR aljAfta aiaARST |YSy
health and crop managemeuqtwe visited Week community orchard and a
ySIENpe& avylttK2f RSNDR& 2NDKFNR 60KS
observeand W I G ljdzSadAz2zya G2 Fajlo G2 O2
Conferring afterwards helped firm up a concerted approach.

01
Yy R

L Q @ Scondicizd several of thesappraisals (there are #community
orchards on the scheme) and been fascinated by how very distnicti

almost every respect therchards are. Some have trees at the end of their
life; others are being planting up for the first time. Some are urban; others
are attached to small rural communities. Some sites are environmentally
diverse; others have a simplerstture. Some are well set up for

community use and events; others have a more autonomous character. The
groups responsible for maintaining treesrchards; always a challenge

have different histories and different purposes.

| tremendously look forwartb seeing more of these orchards and being
LI NI 2F a2YS 2F GKS GNIAYyAy3 FyR 2i
arranged. Martin Lutheg think Protestant Reformatiogad F A RY WL ¥ L
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the world would end tomorrow, | would still plant new apple trees tédd® Q
He was talking metaphorically, of course, but these community orchards do
represent a blow for the future.

Gill Gairdner

W2 AfREATS Ay GKS 2ND
John Walters; not just a very fine naturalist

Despite the near clash with a yoga class, fiftgabrchard and meadow
enthusiasts gathexd inDartington villagéhallin February to heaa talk by
well-knownnaturalist ar illustrator John Walterd. £ G K2 dzZ3 K W2 Ky Q
knowledge is broad and we saw some extraordinary iméeselong

tailed tits crowdingogether in roost$), it was his description of the

sometimes highly specialised interrelationships between invertebrates that
especially struck homecuckoo bees taking advantage of the burrows of

other solitary bees; the larvae of oil beetles waitingftowers in the hope

of attaching themselves to a visiting bee and being carried back to a nest
NAOK Ay LRftSYy yR ySOGlINW»W W2KYy KI 3
his home in Buckfastleigh, including one with glass test ttitsreveab

the tremendous industry of mason bees collecting pollen for their eggs and
sealing each chamber with mud.

John draws and paints wildlife directly from life in the fielcarrying warm
water to prevent watercolours from freezing, if necessapnd his
illustrations are not just beautiful but honowrvia patient observance and
an informed eye; the particularity of a species and its habitat.

The presentation was a reminder of the value of old trees and unimproved
grassland, both of which may be found in thelws of Devon. Much of

the ecology John describes takes place below the radar (of most of us): it
wasa revelationto have it brought so vividly to our attention.

L OFly NBO2YYSYyR Waiseéaisillugtratibridyhishtndy A R
be accessed a@ihis websitehttp://johnwalters.co.uk/. He has very

generously allowed us to reproducae of hissketches¢ which is typical in
AK2oAy3d K2g Sttt KS O2YoAySa GKS Se
knowledgeand tremendous interestin his subject.

Gill Gairdner
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Hawy-frottd Ecec bt
Anthephora plumipes 214
rwad RogeMal y

SKetch of the hainfooted flower beeAnthophora plumips) (copyright
John Walters)
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BY APPOINTMENT TO
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
SUPPLIERS OF
FRUIT JUICING EQUIPMENT
VIGO LIMITED, DEVON

Equipping the Nation’s
Drinks Producers for 30 years.

* A full range of equipment for commercial apple juice
and cider production

* All equipment fully supported by our engineering team

Call us on 01404 892100 .
Or visit www.vigoltd.com V ]_ g O @G

Follow us: [@VigoLtd

Courses and events

ORCHARD LINK

Sunday 17 April, 10.301.00,%W2 K| (i K| LILd%gh&nBe to/sBeheli O
treestop-graftedat Jill Millarand Ralph Madkk RIS Qa 2 NOKI NR
last year observe some further grafting worand maybepractice on

surplus material. Fdurther details andor to book, contacRalph at
ralph.mackridge@googlemail.com/016433204.

Saturday23 April, 10.00;3.30, Celebrating our Orchard&upton Housg
Churston Ferrers. First of the (free) Growing Orchard Community
networking eventsbut open to all.See flyr. To book, contact
community@orchardlink.org.ukr call the AONB office on 01803
861384.

Saturday 9 July, 10.@3.300rchard LinkAnnual Gathering (with Growing
Orchard Communies), Celebrating Biodiversityat Broadleigh Farm near
Stoke Gabrigjunder highedlevel stewardship). Talks by Roger English and
Gerald Stewart, plus workshops on birds, invertebrates and bats run by
John Walters and Nik Ward. For further details and to book, contact
community@orchardlink.orglu
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Saturday 30 July10.00¢1.00(with Growing Orchard Communities),

Summer Puning with CharlesStaniland at DartmouthGCommunity

Orchard Forfurther details and to bookgontact
community@orchardlink.org.gkNB Priority will be given to GOC members.

Sunday 14 Augusf,0.00;1.00, PruningApples in the Summer
(Bramleys/Browr@ Apple) with Peter Webb, at Milltop Orchards,
StokeinteignheadA chance taeally learn by repeat pruninggtitwo
vigorous (bush) varietie£5 (£6 noamembers) Forfurther details and to
book, contact Peter Webb [jeter.j.webb@btinternet.com

Sunday 21 August, 10.828.30, Summer Pruning Workdagt Beeson Farm,
near Kingsbridge. Thigll be a more informal opportunity to practice and
refine skills in an orchard planted up in 1998hainly cider gples but also
desserts, crab applemnd some plumsTea and cake provided; bring packed
lunch.For details and/or to book, contact Veronica and Robin Cross
(info@beesonhols.co.gk

Wednesday 28 September, 4.@8.00{ 2 dzi K 5S@2y ! hb.
Ciderc apple juice and cidetour and tasting

Enjoy a tour behind the scenes at HOrd  CitleNarid find out how they
manage their orchards for the benefit of wildlife as well as our palates! We
will finish the tour of the cider operatiowith a pasty and cidesind pice

tasting.Meet at Broadleigh Farm,08mbe House Lane, Stoke GabrigD9
6PU Adults £8 Booking essentia] call 01803 861384.

ORCHARDS LIVE
Saturday 9 April10.30¢ 1.00, Top Working Coursewith Jane Paynr.
Chulmleigh£7.00/£6.00

Saturday 22 May, 10.3¢8.30,Your New Orchard, Planning and Planting,
with Tim Potter and Colin Browne, Chittlehampton. £12 (E14-non
members).

Sunday 8 May3.00;5.00, Annual Gathering and Te&@€ruwys Morchard
Village Hall

June, Scytimg murse¢ TBA

Saturday 16 July, 10.202.00 Budding Dayith Tattwa GyaniBishops
Nympton.

Saturday 6 August, Summer Pruningith Jane Pay and Tattwa Gyani,
venue TBA.
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For information about any of these events or to book a place on one of the
training days, please caatt Jane Schofield on 01884 861181 or
blackdog.jane@gmail.com.

(Editors: All these eventsand sometimes more can be found on the
2NHI YA &l (A Zh Aafar arfsl dwAppleSSiouglook at
www.tavyapples.org.uB/alsoruns events and courses. Orchard Link and
hNOKFNR&a [ A@S aKFENBE SIFOK 20KSNRa YS

Apple, Plum, Pear and
Damson Trees

Fieldgrown standard trees
Delivered throughout the West Country

Top Fruit Trees
Tel: 0196 441101

DNA fingerprinting for apples, pears and cherries
Orchard Link has been forwarded an email from Peter Lawes regarding the
East Malling Research Station (ENDR)A fingerprinting service mentioned
in the last newsletter. As this is an expensive service for small samples, a
voluntary community project called fruitlD, in conjunction with EMR, has
arranged for collections of small samples to be treated as a siagbé land
priced accordingly. The deadline for receiving the number of trees in each
fruit category and a contact name is 30 April this year; it is hoped to run the
scheme again.

There is obviously a role here for local groups and Orchard Link could well
decide toactas coordinator for this area next season. For those interested
right away, contact Peter gieter_laws@msn.com
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Alittleed @ Y2f 238 X

Bench grafting at this time of year requires to select thearieties we

wish to reproduce; and exposes ugnceagain to the interest of apple

names. The most recently bred and selected cider varieties were pretty

much named after individuals involved inthetda] AT T ASX | y3 St |
more historically, amed ( KI G Ay Of dzR Rl V& SERNR Y 3
W1 SNy St Q @ipph,Baaleé REI ¥ 3 IARIYSYRQE Y SNY !
indicatea fortuitousseedlingorigin.

2015 press hireaport

2015 might be considered to have beendn S NI 3SQ S| dzA LIY S
The number of overall bookings (42) and income generated (£2,005) were

up from 2014, but well below the peaks of 2013 and 2011. There were 39
separate hirers of equipment, includimgght firsttime hirers. Equipment

hire continues to bring in new members @L, but in smaller numbers than

in many previous years.

The Oak Press was booked for 19 days of use overall, the Metal Press for 24
days and the Basket Press for 18 dags 61 dayQuse between them. e

two pasteuisers were booked for 25 dagsvhichfelt light in comparison

to the press bookings.

The season lasted temeeks with a first booking on 17 September, and
the last one on 2®ovember. As usual, the focus of activity was during
October, when all three presses were simultaneously busy.

After a period of steadily increasing hiretiaity over the five years 20@7

2011, the last four years have seen large fluctuations in bookings. This is
obviously closely linked to annual weather variations and crops sizes (2012
was a washout), but | feélmayalso reflect possible more subtle changes

in OL membership and activityparticularly in the last couple of years.

After eight years managing the press hire bookings, | am stepping back, and
by the time you read this | hope there will be a new bookingsager in

place, although I will continue for now to store and maintain the

equipment. We are also hoping to introduce a nemlinebooking system,
which should substantially reduce the workload. In the meantime, however,
please continue to use theresshire@orchardlink.orgmail for all booking
enquiries.
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No. of Days of Press Use

WOk Press W Meral Press Basket Press  ~OPasteurisers
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George Arnison

Over 100 varieties. s
Dessert, juicing, cider, das P

cookers fo suit your

farm,
smallholding or
garden.
Many other fruit frees |
and bushes.

1 Advice and Catalogues.

Order online WWW.adamsappletrees.co.uk

The views expressed in this Newsletter are the views of the individual authors and their
contributions are their copyright.

Printed by Veaseys Printers, Totnes
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